Remarks 


Applicant has reviewed the Office Action dated as mailed January 20, 2006 and the documents cited 
therewith and the present amendment has been prepared in response thereto. 

Claims 1 through 3 have been allowed. Claim 7 has been cancelled. Claim 8 has been amended to 
depend from claim 1 and claim 9 has been amended to properly depend from claim 8. It is submitted 
that allowed claim 1 and its dependent claims 2, 3, 8 and 9 are now allowable. 

The Examiner rejected claims 12, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 as lacking antecedent basis for 
"the first end". Claims 12 and 13 have been amended to delete this language such that they now read 
that the support is inserted into the channel. Claim 14 has been amended to delete this limitation in 
its entirety. It is submitted that claims 12, 13 and 14 as amended overcome the Section 1 12 rejection. 

The Examiner rejected independent claims 12, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Peterson. Claims 12, 13 and 14 have been amended to overcome the rejection over 
Peterson and are believed to be in a condition for allowance. 

Peterson discloses a clamp jaw for bar clamps that comprises a slide bar 1 1 that supports a fixed 
block 19 at one end thereof. A jaw 16 provided with a jaw extender 14 is connected to fixed block 
19 by screw 20. A jaw 15 provided with extension 24 is mounted on the slide bar 1 1 by cam plates 
18 that prevent the jaw 15 from spreading away from jaw 16. Jaw 15 can be moved relative to the 
bar 1 1 by tilting the cam plates 18 and jaw 16 can be moved relative to the bar 1 1 by rotating screw 
20. There is no provision in Peterson for moving fixed block 19 relative to the slide bar 1 1. 

Claim 12 comprises a clamp body releasably connected to the support through a channel formed 
in the clamp body wherein the support is inserted into the channel. The clamp body is 
operatively connected to the workpiece supporting element. A first retainer is movably mounted 
to the clamp body to engage the support to hold the clamp body selectively against movement 
with respect to the support in at least a first direction along the support axis and allow movement 
with respect to the support in a second direction. The clamp body and the workpiece supporting 
element are movable together in the second direction. A workpiece engaging element is 
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movably mounted on the support and opposes the workpiece support element. A second retainer 
is movably mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and to hold the clamp 
body selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least the second direction 
along the support axis and allow movement with respect to the support in the first direction. 

Claim 12 requires that the clamp body, workpiece engaging element and the workpiece support 
element all are movable relative to the support. This arrangement clearly defines over Peterson 
where the fixed block 19 is not movable relative to the slide bar 1 1 . Claim 12 also requires that 
the clamp body and the workpiece supporting element are movable together. Such an 
arrangement is also not disclosed in Peterson. Claim 12 also requires a second retainer movably 
mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and to hold the clamp body 
selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least the second direction along 
the support axis and allow movement with respect to the support in the first direction. Peterson 
shows only a single retainer and does not show any mechanism for allowing the fixed block 19 
to move in a first direction. It is submitted that claim 12 defines over the art relied on by the 
Examiner and is allowable. 

Claim 13 comprises a clamp body releasably connected to the support through a channel formed 
in the clamp body wherein the support is inserted into the channel. A retainer is movably 
mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and thereby to hold the clamp body 
selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least a first direction along the 
support axis. Means are provided for preventing movement with respect to the support in a 
second direction. A workpiece supporting element is movably mounted to the support and is 
movable relative to said clamp body. A workpiece engaging element is movably mounted on the 
support and opposes the workpiece support element. 

Claim 13 requires that the clamp body, workpiece engaging element and the workpiece support 
element all are movable relative to the support. This arrangement clearly defines over Peterson 
where the fixed block 19 is not movable relative to the slide bar 1 1. Claim 13 also requires a 
retainer movably mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and thereby to 
hold the clamp body selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least a first 
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direction. Means are also provided for preventing movement with respect to the support in a 
second direction. Because fixed block 19 of Peterson does not move, there is no retainer for 
holding the body against movement in a first direction. There is also no means for preventing 
movement in a second direction in Peterson. The means corresponds to the cap. It is submitted 
that claim 13 defines over the art relied on by the Examiner and is allowable. 

Claim 14 comprises a clamp body releasably connected to the support. A first retainer movably 
mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and thereby to hold the clamp body 
selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least a first direction along the 
support axis and allow movement with respect to the support in a second direction. The clamp 
body and the workpiece supporting element are moveable together in a second direction. Means 
are also provided for preventing movement with respect to the support in a second direction. A 
workpiece supporting element is movably mounted to the support and movable relative to said 
clamp body. A workpiece engaging element is movably mounted on the support and opposes the 
workpiece support element. 

Claim 14 requires that the clamp body, workpiece engaging element and the workpiece support 
element all are movable relative to the support. This arrangement clearly defines over Peterson 
where the fixed block 19 is not movable relative to the slide bar 1 1 . Claim 14 also requires a 
retainer movably mounted to the clamp body to engage the support selectively and thereby to 
hold the clamp body selectively against movement with respect to the support in at least a first 
direction. Means are provided for preventing movement with respect to the support in a second 
direction. Because fixed block 19 of Peterson does not move, there is no retainer for holding the 
body against movement in a first direction. There is also no means for preventing movement in a 
second direction in Peterson. It is submitted that claim 14 defines over the art relied on by the 
Examiner and is allowable. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Applicant respectfully submits that all of the claims in the present 
application are in condition for allowance. Entry of this amendment and reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of the claims at the earliest possible date are respectfully 
requested. 
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If the Examiner has any questions about the present Amendment a telephone interview is requested. 


If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13 
4365. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Anthony B. Fuller 
(Applicant) 


Date: 2^ H 


Moore & Van Allen, PLLC 
P.O. Box 13706 

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
Telephone: (919) 286-8000 
Facsimile: (919) 286-8199 


By: 



TRll\621421vl 


9 


